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AFEMS/IEACS Press Release 
 
On May 8th, 2020, the European Sporting and Civilian Firearms and Ammunition Industry, 
jointly represented by AFEMS and IEACS, forwarded a letter to the Mr. Virginijus Sinkevičius 
and Mr. Thierry Breton Commissioners of DG ENV and DG GROW, respectively. 
 
In the letter, AFEMS and IEACS requested clarifications on an information paper1 forwarded 
on 3 May 2020 by the DG ENV’s Expert Group on the Birds and Habitats Directives 
("NADEG") to Member States’ delegation and addressing the work of the European 
Chemical Agency (ECHA) on lead in ammunition. 
 
In the above mentioned document, the Commission Services invited “NADEG members to 
contact the competent national authorities in charge of REACH, in particular their national 
representatives in the REACH Committee, to raise their awareness on the issue and to 
ensure a positive vote on the draft Commission Regulation. A vote in the Committee is 
expected in June”.  
 
AFEMS and IEACS believe that influencing the representatives of an expert group by 
encouraging them to consider taking actions towards the restriction of the use of lead 
ammunition not only goes beyond DG ENV’s competence but also constitutes a breach of 
the rules that regulate the EU principle of impartiality. 
 
Moreover, as the activities of millions of law-abiding users are largely depending on the 
decisions taken by the REACH Committee on the use of lead ammunition, it must be 
ensured that these decisions are objective, unbiased, and without exercising undue influence 
on the decision makers.  
 
----------------------------------------- 
About AFEMS and IEACS 
 
AFEMS is the Association of European Manufacturers of Sporting Ammunition, a non-profit 
organisation which was set up in 1951 to continue the work started in 1898 by the 
International Ammunition Convention.   
Today AFEMS includes 74 companies from all EU Countries, including all the European 
leading industries in the ammunition sector.  
AFEMS is regarded as the sole spokesperson and representative for the entire European 
ammunition industry, works actively with the European Institutions and is an NGO in Special 
Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
Additionally, AFEMS is affiliated to the Lead REACH Consortium. It is also member of the 
European Sport Shooting Forum and of the World Forum on Shooting Activities. 
 
IEACS, l’Institut Européen des Armes de Chasse et de Sport (European Institute of Hunting 
and Sporting Arms), is a non-profit association which was founded in 1976 by national 
associations of manufacturers of sport shooting firearms from France, Belgium, Germany, 
Italy and Spain. Later on also Great Britain and joined the group. 
In 1980, the Institute was awarded the qualification of “International association with scientific 
aim” by the Belgian Government and soon afterwards, it was recognized by the European 
Community as the spokesperson for the Industry. 
IEACS represents virtually over 1.000 companies involved in the whole sector, and about 
150 manufacturers of civilian firearms across Europe. 

 
1please see Document N°: Doc Nadeg 20-05-03 here attached  


